The Mesa Refuge 2012 Application

Mission and Selection Criteria

The mission of the Mesa Refuge is to provide quiet and inspiring retreat space for people reflecting, writing and strategizing about ways to create a more just and sustainable world.  Located at the southern tip of Tomales Bay near Point Reyes Station, California, the Mesa Refuge is one of the few retreats in the United States that supports progressive and environmental writers.  The property sits on a beautiful bluff overlooking newly restored wetlands.  It is a magical place where creative people find inspiration, have breakthroughs and finish important projects.

We seek applications from diverse backgrounds and disciplines, but generally only support projects that address the environment, the economy and related social equity issues.  We also care about the potential impact of the writing (will it be published or produced? Where?).  Nonfiction projects are generally preferred.  While first-time novelists and filmmakers are sometimes accepted, their work must address the themes above. Please note that we do not accept proposals for poetry writing or dissertation work.  Also, the Mesa Refuge is designed as an individual retreat, and is not able to accommodate writing teams, couples or families.

Application Instructions and Deadlines

The application deadline date for the Spring Session is FRIDAY DECEMBER 16, 2011.  The application deadline date for the Fall Session is June 1, 2012.  Your completed application must be received (not postmarked) on or before the appropriate deadline.

To apply:  Please send the following by e-mail to: mesarefuge@gmail.com:

· Completed Application Form (please respond to the application questions).

· A brief statement of your proposed project (no longer than 2 pages).  Explain how it fits into the mission of the Mesa Refuge.  

· A current resume (no longer than 2 pages).

· Names and contact information of three references familiar with your work.  At least one of these should know you well personally. (Please do not send written recommendations).

Please send the following by regular mail:

· Five copies of a sample of your writing  - essays, articles, excerpts from a book – of at least five pages.  If you are a filmmaker, please mail five video copies of your work.  (Please note that we cannot return any writing or video materials).

· In order to cover administrative costs, we ask for an application fee of $25.00 in the form of US dollars.  Please make your check payable to The Trust for Conservation Innovation.  Please write Mesa Refuge Application Fee in the memo line. 

Please refrain from using folders, binders and glossy packaging materials.

The Mesa Refuge

Attn: Juliet Kirkham, Program Director

P.O. Box 3286
Berkeley, CA 94703

Selection and Notification of Residents

Applications are reviewed twice a year by a Selection Committee of the Mesa Refuge Advisory Board.  Applicants can expect to be notified of the Selection Committee’s decision approximately two to six weeks after the application deadline.

Please no phone calls.

The Mesa Refuge 2012 Application Form
Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Organization: ______________________________________________________________

Primary Address: ___________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________

Work Phone: ___________________________________ Fax: _______________________

Home Phone: _____________________________ Cell: ____________________________

Race/Ethnicity (optional): ___________________________________________________

Desired Dates of Residence

Please select one two-week residency date using the two-week periods listed below.  Residents are selected independent of date preferences.  While every effort is made to accommodate desired session dates, your first and second session choices may not be available.  

Fall 2012 Sessions (Applications due June 1, 2012)

Session 5: September 21 – October 4

Session 6: October 5 – October 18

Session 7: October 19 – November 1

Session 8: November 2 – November 15

First Choice:     Session # __________    (From                   to                        )

Second Choice: Session # __________    (From                   to                        )

Applicant Questions

1. Have you stayed at the Mesa Refuge previously, or at other artist/writer residency programs?  If so, please give names and dates.

2.
Do you have any special health concerns or physical disability for which you will need special assistance during your residency?

3. Do you have any special working needs?

4. Where did you learn about the Mesa Refuge?

5. International Applicants:  Have you spent time in the United States?  If so, please describe.
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